
Do you have a GP qualification, or at least six months continuous training in family medicine?

Yes

Do you hold a relevant European GP qualification? Apply to join the GP training programme

Do you hold a GP qualification from 
Australia, Canada, or New Zealand?

No

NoYes

Entry to GP Register

No

Apply via RSQ 
Pathway

Make an 
application via 

Portfolio Pathway 
(formerly CEGPR) 

and if you are 
successful**

Inclusion on National Performers List and ready for independent practice

If your application is successful

Yes

You may be able to make  an 
application for GP 

Registration through the 
Recognised Specialist 

Qualification (RSQ) Pathway.

Please check the GMC’s 
website to find out if you are 

eligible. 

Yes No

Return to Practice (RtP) 
Programme

Any previous experience/ training you would like to use towards the programme?

Yes

Complete the full 
training programme 

CCT awarded

No

Entry to GP Register

Are you on the GMC’s GP Register?

Yes No

GPs on the GMC’s GP Register 
who previously worked in the 

NHS but have been out of 
NHS general practice for an 

extended period and wish to 
return to work in the UK 

should apply directly to join 
the Return to Practice (RtP) 

Programme.

Have you completed a minimum of 12 months (full time 
equivalent) in any other relevant 
specialty within the last 5 years?

Yes No

Subject to meeting other requirements,

if you are transferring to general practice training from another GMC 
approved specialty training programme, you may be eligible to take 

the Accreditation of Transferable Capabilities (ATC) pathway.
OR

if you would like to use experience from outside an approved 
specialty training programme, you may be eligible to take the CCT 

(CP) pathway

Complete and pass programme requirements

Step 
1

Registration and licensing with the GMC
There are different ways to apply for registration with a licence to practise in the UK. It all depends on your qualifications and experience.  Please visit the GMC website for more information.

Steps to practise as a GP in the UK 

GP Registration / GP training
Since 1 April 2006, all doctors working as a GP in the UK health service must be on the GP Register, other than doctors in training, such as GP registrars. This requirement extends to locums. 

Step 
2

Step 
3

Step 
4

**If you are unsuccessful in your Portfolio Pathway (formerly CEGPR) application, you may apply for a review or you may wish to apply to join the GP training programme

GP International Induction Programme (IIP)

You may be 
eligible to apply 

for full 
registration with a 

licence to 
practise. The GMC 

as the regulator 
makes the final 

decision.

https://www.gmc-uk.org/registration-and-licensing/join-the-register/eea-countries
https://gprecruitment.hee.nhs.uk/
https://www.rcgp.org.uk/training-exams/discover-general-practice/qualifying-as-a-gp-in-the-nhs/certificate-of-eligibility-for-gp-registration-cegpr.aspx
https://www.rcgp.org.uk/training-exams/discover-general-practice/qualifying-as-a-gp-in-the-nhs/certificate-of-eligibility-for-gp-registration-cegpr.aspx
https://www.rcgp.org.uk/your-career/qualifying-as-a-gp/rsq-pathway
https://www.rcgp.org.uk/your-career/qualifying-as-a-gp/rsq-pathway
https://www.gmc-uk.org/registration-and-licensing/join-the-register/registration-applications/recognised-specialist-qualifications-list
https://medical.hee.nhs.uk/medical-training-recruitment/medical-specialty-training/general-practice-gp/how-to-apply-for-gp-specialty-training/return-to-practice
https://medical.hee.nhs.uk/medical-training-recruitment/medical-specialty-training/general-practice-gp/how-to-apply-for-gp-specialty-training/return-to-practice
https://www.rcgp.org.uk/training-exams/discover-general-practice/qualifying-as-a-gp-in-the-nhs/combined-training.aspx
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/training-exams/training.aspx
https://www.gmc-uk.org/registration-and-licensing/join-the-register/registration-applications/application-registration
https://medical.hee.nhs.uk/medical-training-recruitment/medical-specialty-training/general-practice-gp/how-to-apply-for-gp-specialty-training/international-induction-programme
https://www.gmc-uk.org/registration-and-licensing/join-the-register/registration-applications/application-guides/full-registration-for-doctors-who-hold-a-relevant-european-specialist-or-gp-qualification
https://www.gmc-uk.org/registration-and-licensing/join-the-register/registration-applications/application-guides/full-registration-for-doctors-who-hold-a-relevant-european-specialist-or-gp-qualification
https://www.gmc-uk.org/registration-and-licensing/join-the-register/registration-applications/application-guides/full-registration-for-doctors-who-hold-a-relevant-european-specialist-or-gp-qualification
https://www.gmc-uk.org/registration-and-licensing/join-the-register/registration-applications/application-guides/full-registration-for-doctors-who-hold-a-relevant-european-specialist-or-gp-qualification
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