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HA group and national estimate cases: incidence rate
Expected cases in each HA group derived from observed rates (per 100,000) applied to HA group population.
National expected cases and rates estimated from sum of expected cases in each HA
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Daily average of new incident cases (England and Wales) in each available 7 day recording
period presented at mid-point of period. Dates specified are the Monday of each week.
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Understanding the supplementary report

This report is made available primarily to allow health care planners and regional epidemiologists
an insight into the expected numbers of cases with respiratory illness reported in their area. It is a
development from the routine twice-weekly report produced by the Research and Surveillance
Centre of the Royal College of General Practitioners known as the Weekly Returns Service (WRS).
Its development has followed the increase of the surveillance population of the WRS initiated by
the Department of Health in the autumn of 2004. The WRS has been providing weekly data on the
incidence of respiratory diseases for more than 40 years.

In brief, the surveillance incidence data for a variety of respiratory diseases has been applied to
regional populations to make estimates of the number of cases presenting to primary care in each
of the 11 strategic health authority groupings (including Wales). The observed weekly incidence
rate in each age group has been standardised to the regional mid-2004 population estimates
provided by the Office for National Statistics (ONS). These data are presented for four respiratory
disease groupings (influenza-like illness, acute bronchitis, upper respiratory tract infections and
lower respiratory tract infections) as a tabular summary and as a histogram. Data for each of the
health authorities are aggregated to provide estimates in supra regional groups (North, Central,
and South) and National. Two appendices are available with each report and can be accessed on
the RCGP Research and Surveillance Centre website (www.rcgp.org.uk/rsc).

For further information contact:

RCGP Research and Surveillance Centre
Lordswood House

54 Lordswood Road

Harborne

Birmingham B17 9DB

Tel: +44 (0) 121 426 1125
Fax: +44 (0) 121 428 2084
Email: enquiries@rcgpbhamresunit.nhs.uk

If you wish to be included on our email notification list, please send your email address to
enquiries@rcgpbhamresunit.nhs.uk. This bulletin can be found at www.rcgp.org.uk/rsc together
with further information about the Research and Surveillance Centre and a selection of
publications and morbidity reports.
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