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ROYAL COLLEGE OF GENERAL PRACTITIONERS
RURAL PRACTICE STANDING GROUP (RPSG)
Minutes of the meeting of the Rural Practice Standing Group held in the University of Warwick Students’ Union on Wednesday 18 November 2008  
Present:

Dr Malcolm Ward (Chair) 



Saqib Ahmad
(minutes)

Dr Jane Randall-Smith

Dr Gordon Baird
Dr Russell Wallshaw 
Dr Iain Mungall

Dr Aiden Egleston 

Dr Paul Kettle

1. Apologies and formal announcements
Apologies were received from David Johnstone, John Wyn-Jones, John Elder and Martin Green  

2. Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 25 June 2008 were agreed as a true record. 
3. Matters Arising
a) Rural Survey 
The Group expressed some disappointment at the College not agreeing to take forward the survey of rural doctors that has been proposed by the RPSG.

b) Group Finances
Saqib Ahmad briefed members on the Group’s current financial position. He reported that the Group had £2000 in restricted funds – funds that can be carried over from year to year. The Chair said that this could be put towards the cost of a future conference. 
4. Pharmacy White Paper 
The Group asked if the RCGP response to the White Paper was available. Saqib Ahmad said it was still in development and reassured members that it would take the same key view as the RPSG – keeping the status quo - on the proposal to change the regulations that currently govern which doctors can dispense.  The Group reiterated how huge an impact such changes could have on rural GPs and provision of healthcare in rural areas. 
Russell Wallshaw advised the Group that the GPC and the DDA would be seeing the Department of Health regarding the proposals in the White Paper. 

Action: Saqib Ahmad to send final RCGP response to the Pharmacy White Paper
Action: Jane Randal Smith to circulate IRH response to the Group

5. RCGP Faculty review
The Group were advised that there had been no official response to their submission of comments to the Faculty Review. 

Action: Saqib Ahmad to keep the Group advised on the ongoing Faculty Review
The Chair reported that the College were seriously considering proposals to create non-geographical faculties for GP Educators and rural GPs. He advised the Group to be consultative and collaborative with the College on this. The Group agreed that if a rural faculty were created there would be no need for the RPSG. 
Action: Chair to feedback to Group following meeting on non-geographical faculties with Colin Hunter, Frances Cloyne, Helen Herbert, Paul Newman later in the year. 
6. Membership and Terms of Reference

It was agreed to postpone discussion about the Groups membership and terms of reference till after the outcome of College’s decision on the creation of a rural faculty. 
7. RCGP Annual National Primary Care Conference 2008 
Saqib Ahmad reported that the date and venue for the RCGP Annual National primary Care Conference 2009 had been revised and would now take place 2-4 November 2009 in Glasgow. 

Malcolm Ward and Gordon Baird said that their seminar at the recent 2008 RCGP Conference in Bournemouth had been good for networking and well received although attendance at the seminar was relatively low. 

The concept of a rural faculty was especially well received and the sessions also included the presentation of the rural GP survey results and intermediate care services. 

IRH Conference 

Jane Randal-Smith said that the recent IRH Conference had gone very well attracting over 100 delegates.   She suggested that a RPSG meeting could be hosted at the IRH Conference – the Group agreed this. 

Action: Malcolm Ward / Jane Randal Smith / Saqib Ahmad to liaise regarding the hosting of an RPSG meeting at the IRH Conference. 
. 

8. Rural Health Inequalities
Contribution to Health Inequalities Standing Group textbook

The Chair had attended a recent meeting of  Health Inequalities Standing Group (HISG) and advised that the Group were in the process of producing a text book, Clinical Handbook on health inequalities, and he was keen for the RPSG to contribute a chapter to this. Dr Paramjat Gill is the lead editor. The Chair said that the HISG were keen to have continued dialogue with RPSG and to work on areas on common interest, he agreed to maintain contact with Angela Jones (HISG Chair) 
Action: Gordon Baird to coordinate RPSG contribution to the Health Inequalities textbook
Action: Saqib Ahmad to forward Gordon Baird Health Inequalities Standing Group

Action: Angela Jones to be invited to next RPSG meeting

Rural Health Inequalities papers
Jane Randal-Smith said that she had not had time to pull together relevant papers on rural health inequalities. 
Action: Saqib Ahmad to check process for getting an occasional paper published

Action: Jane Randal-Smith to liaise with John Wyn-Jones to see if he can lead on this work 

Action: Gordon Baird to survey rural GPs on the yahoo group regarding services provided that are not paid for. 

9. RPAS Conference – Inverness
Malcolm Ward, Paul Kettle and Gordon Baird briefed the Group on the RPAS Conference which they had attended. Paul Kettle had presented a session on dispensing as it relates to the Scottish regulation on market entry where dispensing GPs are not counted as “interested parities”. The potential of an RCGP rural faculty was also discussed and the consensus was that this should be a UK faculty. One of the sessions was on emergency medical retrieval services (different to air ambulance) in rural areas and the use of helicopters. There was some discussion around the pros and cons and issues relating to the use of a helicopter in different rural settings. Paul Kettle thanked Malcolm and Gordon for their attendance in Inverness. 
Action: Malcolm Ward / Gordon Baird to distribute slides from conference to Group
Action: Iain Mungall to pull together evidence on the retrieval of patients from remote areas with input from Jane Randal-Smith and Gordon Baird
10. European Rural and Isolated Practitioners Association (EURIPA) 

Jane Randal Smith reported that John Wyn-Jones had attended the EURIPA event at the WONCA conference in Istanbul. The EURIPA event was reasonably attended and some work collaborations were agreed. Further information would appear on the EURIPA website. Themes at the EURIPA rural world health conference include: rural health inequalities, healthcare for immigrants and island based medicine. The Conference will take place 12-14 June 2009 in Crete. 

 www.ruralwonca2009.org/ 

11. Clinical Scenarios
Some ideas for clinical scenarios work were discussed: ambulance services, psychiatric services, access to lab testing services, near patient testing (e.g. INR)
Near Patient Testing

There was discussion about the use of tests in rural areas including the use of near patient testing, quality issues and work unpaid for.


Action: To include near patient testing in the services not paid for survey
12. Reports from group members 

Iain Mungall reported that the North East SHA up a rural health commission. The Group agreed Iain Mungall’s request to bring a rural GP, Rob Lambourne, to the next RPSG meeting. 
Paul Kettle said that the SNP Scottish Government was generally sympathetic to rural issues. However he advised that he was having trouble in Orkney persuading health authorities of the need for a GP in small island locality. He suggested that evidence for the unique benefit of a GP to a small island community was needed., 

Aiden Egleston said that the DDA recent key focus had been lobbying around the Pharmacy White Paper. He said that the DDA had launched a new website at the end of October.  
13. Any other business
None 
14. Date of next meeting

The next meeting of the group is due to be held on 17 March 2009 at the RCGP, Princes Gate. 
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