



Appendix H
Frequently Asked Questions

From the RCGP web site on 24 February 2007

1.  When and how are the 2 assessments becoming one?
The nMRCGP will be introduced from 1 August 2007. There will be a year of transition for those people who have already embarked on summative assessment and MRCGP. From 1 August 2008 the only assessment process available will be nMRCGP.

2.  When will trainers/trainees receive information on the final format of the new exam?
Analysis of the pilots of the new exam will be undertaken in October 2006, further details will therefore be available in late 2006, early 2007.

3.  If any component of assessment is completed after 1 August 2008, will this result in the nMRCGP award, rather than the MRCGP?
Yes. From 1 August 2008, nMRCGP will be the only assessment available, and will therefore become 'MRCGP'. (The ‘new’ or ‘n’ will be dropped as a prefix from that date.)  The old MRCGP and the summative assessment package will not exist after 31 July 2008.

All doctors commencing training on or after 1 August 2007 will be required to complete nMRCGP for the issue of a CCT.

However, if you have previously completed SA components (but not all) prior to 1 August 2008, you will be required to complete the appropriate nMRCGP component as outlined in the 3rd column of the tables in Info Sheet 3. This will complete your assessment for CCT purposes but will not necessarily lead to the nMRCGP qualification. To gain nMRCGP you will need to complete ALL components of the new assessment.

4.  I am due to start my GPR year in February 2007; I will have completed 2 years in hospital posts by that time. Is it worth me taking the MRCGP MCP now, as the nMRCGP is just around the corner?
There isn't a straightforward yes/no answer to this question - GPRs who begin their final year of GP training in Feb 07 are in the unusual position of having to choose between the old assessment route and the new assessment route.

If you choose to do the new assessment (nMRCGP), you will only have 6 months in which to complete it, as it is only introduced from 1 August 2007, and you are due to complete your training in Feb 08.  For example, one component of the nMRCGP, WPBA (Workplace Based Assessment), is intended to cover the whole 3 year training programme, and would therefore be difficult, if not impossible, to complete in just 6 months.

It would seem sensible for someone in this position to continue with the old assessments - you can still undertake Summative Assessment for CCT purposes, and you can undertake the old MRCGP exam to enable you to obtain membership of the RCGP (NB – the closing date for new applications to the MRCGP is 9 February 2007).  There is a year-long transition period from the introduction of the nMRCGP during which time the old assessments will still be available. However please be aware that you should complete these assessments by 31 July 2008 - they will not be available after that time.

5.  If I have already done 6 months as a GPR, am currently in an SHO post and have a final 6 month GPR placement starting in Aug 07, should I be taking nMRCGP or summative assessment?
There isn't a straightforward yes/no answer to this question - GPRs who begin their final 6 months of GP training in Aug 07 are in the unusual position of having to choose between the old assessment route and the new assessment route.

If you choose to do the new assessment (nMRCGP), you will only have 6 months in which to complete it, as it is only introduced from 1 August 2007, and you are due to complete your training in Feb 08.  For example, one component of the nMRCGP, WPBA (Workplace Based Assessment), is intended to cover the whole 3 year training programme, and would therefore be difficult, if not impossible, to complete in just 6 months.

It would seem sensible for someone in this position to continue with the old assessments - you can still undertake Summative Assessment for CCT purposes, and you can undertake the old MRCGP exam to enable you to obtain membership of the RCGP (NB – the closing date for new applications to the MRCGP is 9 February 2007).  There is a year-long transition period from the introduction of the nMRCGP during which time the old assessments will still be available. However please be aware that you should complete these assessments by 31 July 2008 - they will not be available after that time.

6.  Will example papers/questions be available for all 3 modules?
A decision about example papers/questions has not yet been made; further information will be available in due course.

7.  How can UK principals obtain college membership following the introduction of nMRCGP?
The RCGP is currently working on developing MAP for this purpose; further details will be published in due course.

8.  How can overseas candidates obtain college membership following the introduction of nMRCGP?
The RCGP is currently working on developing MAP for this purpose, further details will be published in due course.

9.  How will I pass the WPBA module, following referral, if my training is finished?
If you fail any component of nMRCGP and your training is coming to an end, your Deanery will consider whether to offer a period of extended training, during which time failed components should be re-taken.

10. How much will the new assessment cost?
The fees have not yet been set, the RCGP expects to publish full details about the nMRCGP, including fees, early in 2007.

 

Applied Knowledge Test (AKT)
1.  Will the current MCP part of the MRCGP count for the equivalent part of nMRCGP?
The AKT of the nMRCGP will supersede the current MCP of the MRCGP.  The first AKT will be in October/November 2007.   The AKT will also replace the SA MCQ and the last SA MCQ will be held in May 2007.

2.  How long is the MCP or AKT valid for and how long would I have to complete the whole of nMRCGP?
It is expected that the same rules will apply as with summative assessment, i.e., the assessment must be completed within 3 years of passing the first component. However a decision has not yet been taken on this issue.

3.  Is the MCQ mentioned in the Information Sheet 3 tables, the summative assessment MCQ?
Yes, Info Sheet 3 is entirely about the transition from SA to nMRCGP.  Info Sheet 2 is about the transition from MRCGP to nMRCGP.

4.  If I pass the MRCGP MCP before 1 August 2007, will this exempt me from doing the AKT?
Yes, you will then have until the end of the transition period (i.e., 31 July 2008) to complete the MRCGP.  If you are not able to complete by this date, then a pass in the MRCGP MCP will exempt you from taking the AKT component of the nMRCGP.

Please note, that it is expected that the same rules will apply as with summative assessment, i.e., the assessment must be completed within 3 years of passing the first component. However a decision has not yet been taken on this issue.

5.  Where and when will the AKT be held?
The AKT will be offered three times per year, most likely in February, May and October, timed to meet demand.  The feasibility of introducing computer-based knowledge testing is being explored for the medium term future.

 

Workplace Based Assessment (WPBA)
1.  What type and format of training evidence should our new VTS starters be compiling for WPBA?

Analysis of the pilots of the new exam will be undertaken in October 2006, further details will therefore be available in late 2006, early 2007.

 

Clinical Skills Assessment (CSA)
1.  Where will the CSA be held?

It will be held at a single purpose-built test centre in the future, however from 1 August 2007 it will be held at an interim clinical skills assessment centre the details of which are currently being finalised.

2.  What will the CSA consist of?

The CSA will be a multiple station objective structured clinical examination (OSCE) format. It will include a minimum of 12 stations, each probably lasting 10 minutes.
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