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Sunbeds Bill
The Royal College of General Practitioners in Northern Ireland (RCGP) is grateful for the opportunity to comment on the Sunbeds Bill 2010.

The Royal College of General Practitioners in Northern Ireland has over 1,200 local GPs as members, which accounts for over 80% of all GPs in Northern Ireland. Our membership includes GPs from a range of work areas including registrars, locum GPs, trainers, tutors and academic GPs. The Royal College of General Practitioners is an international organisation with over 36,000 members worldwide, making us the largest Royal College within the United Kingdom.
As a registered charity we place the needs and care of patients at the centre of our work. Our aim is to encourage and maintain the highest standards of general medical practice and act as the ‘voice’ of General Practitioners on education, training and issues about standards of care for patients.

RCGP Northern Ireland welcomes this positive move by Government in protecting our young people from the potential damage caused by excess levels of ultra- violet radiation.

Furthermore, RCGP supports the clauses laid out within the Bill, and believe that this will both educate clients about the potential dangers concerning ultra-violet radiation and help support them make informed decisions regarding sunbed usage.
Additional Clause

We feel that in addition to the proposed duty on sun-bed owners to display an appropriate notice we suggest placing them under a legal responsibility to notify and ask if the prospective client understands it. If the client does not understand the notice the session should not proceed.

Useful Information
The College would also like to draw your attention to a publication issued by Cancer Research UK in partnership with RCGP. The information contained challenges the myths surrounding the usage of sunbeds, and could potentially form part of the information which would be presented to potential clients.
http://publications.cancerresearchuk.org/WebRoot/crukstoredb/CRUK_PDFs/SS001.pdf
We would like to wish the Health Committee every success with the Sunbeds Bill and look forward to seeing the finished version in the near future.
Yours Sincerely

Edward Hanna

Project and Initiatives Manager

RCGP Northern Ireland

