Patient Partnership Group Meeting 7 September 2010
This report sets out the main topics considered at the Patient Partnership Group (PPG) meeting held on 7 September 2010
Mary Selby as the Medical vice Chair and Imogen Shillito were welcomed to their first PPG meeting 

End of Life Care Charter 
PPG considered and then endorsed a draft patient charter developed in partnership with the Royal College of Nursing and based upon the Gold Standards Framework. The charter was aimed at patients to outline the standards to be expected from end of life care – PPG members said that the document was informative and sensitively worded. This had undergone several stages of stakeholder consultation. 
Department of Health White Paper – Liberating the NHS – Equity and Excellence 

Deborah Oliver outlined two main aspects on the recently published DH White Paper to consider

•
RCGP response to the White Paper proposals

•
RCGP role in the implementation of the proposed reforms

She talked about the subsidiary document “Increasing Democratic Legitimacy” which dealt with patient and public involvement in the NHS. The paper outlined a duty for GP consortia to consult the public. She also highlighted the difficult role faced by GPs, and thus the RCGP, in being central to the reforms and control of local budgets through GP commissioning consortia. PPG agreed to provide a response on these papers and in particular how these would affect the patient experience and highlight any specific unintended consequences of the reforms. 
Other issues discussed:

· Patient Champions to work alongside clinical champions 

· RCGP website redesign
· Out of Ours review

· PAGB Self-Care conference
