[image: image1.jpg]RC
GP

NI




Assembly News
Health Minister Edwin Poots announced on Tuesday the introduction of a remote telemonitoring healthcare system which will be used by up to 20,000 patients. He said that the £18m system would "provide increased, flexible opportunities for patients to engage with clinicians and to better self-manage their care". According to the Department, ‘The Connected Health programme can for example, allow patients to monitor their condition with the supervision of their own health care team. Patients with chronic illnesses, such as diabetes and heart conditions could for example, input their readings into an online database which can then be assessed by their own health care worker. Should there be any concern with readings, patients will be contacted and a course of treatment can begin. This early intervention can reduce the number of people needing to be admitted into hospital.’
Media News
The BBC reported on Tuesday that the Northern Ireland Health Service could be making greater savings, according to the latest government audit report. While all five health trusts broke even, the audit office said that was because the Department of Health stepped in to bail two trusts out. Management costs in the trusts are now £18m higher in cash terms than before the Review of Public Administration. Even when they are adjusted to take issues like inflation into account, they are still £600,000 higher than in 2007. The Audit Office said it would have welcomed greater savings. But the Department said these could not have been made. The report said two trusts had to be "bailed out". In 2009, Belfast needed £10.6m while by 2010 the Northern Trust needed an extra £23m. 
The Audit Office report also noted that performance against waiting time targets has declined considerably since March 2009. Key targets have not been achieved for inpatient treatment, outpatient appointments, diagnostic tests or emergency care during 2010-11. At the end of March 2011:
• over 17,000 patients were waiting more than 13 weeks for inpatient treatment compared to over 3,000 at March 2010
• 32,000 patients were waiting longer than the target of nine weeks for a first outpatient appointment
• 12,000 patients were waiting longer than nine weeks for a diagnostic service or more than 13 weeks for a day case endoscopy
Thursday saw it reported that, ‘Pharmacists who work in the community have told the BBC they are resorting to bank loans and even cashing in pensions to keep their businesses open. This is due to £38m worth of cuts to the community pharmacy budget imposed in April this year. The outcome of a judicial review next week will determine whether or not the funding decision will be reversed. The body which represents over 500 NI pharmacies, Community Pharmacy NI, says the 30% cut was too much too soon.’
Dates for your diary in December

12th December – Health Minister to make statement to Assembly on outcome of Health Review
For further information on any of the above please contact David Fry on david.fry@rcgp.org.uk or 028 9023 0055.
   CGP RCGP NI 


PolicPolitical and Media Weekly Update 


         Week ending: 9 December 2011











