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Assembly News
In response to a written question from SDLP MLA Mark Durkan on the number of community pharmacies that have closed in Northern Ireland since new funding arrangements were put in place in April, Health Minister Edwin Poots said: “Any community pharmacy intending to close or cease providing health service pharmacy arrangements is legally required to give 3 months written notification to the Health and Social Care Board of their intention to do so. The HSC Board has advised that, to date, no such notifications have been received and that it continues to receive a significant number of new applications seeking to provide health service community pharmacy arrangements across Northern Ireland.”
As part of the ongoing Health and Social Care review, the Health and Social Care Board’s Review Team (who are charged with putting the review paper together) has published the emerging themes of the review at the end of October. With specific relation to primary care it lists three themes: new dental contract; reorientation/engagement with Pharmacy; and, with relation to GPs, 5% of patients use 50% of resources – what opportunities are there for new ways of working? New responsibilities and opportunities. RCGP NI is due to meet with the Review Team on 14th November. The Review Team is to present its report to the Health Minister on 30th November with a major consultation on proposed changes expected in early 2012. 
Media News
The BBC reported on Monday that the medical director of the Belfast Health Trust has said the City Hospital's emergency department is likely to remain closed. Dr Tony Stevens said there was no "significant prospect" of the department ever re-opening. From 08:00 GMT on Tuesday, the public are being asked to go the Royal Victoria Hospital instead. Emergency cases will be transferred by ambulance, others may be asked to attend their GP. A shortage of senior staff is being blamed for the closure.
Further to this, the Belfast Telegraph reported on Tuesday that ‘the controversial closure of the A&E at the City Hospital is a result of poor management by the people in charge of the facility, it has been claimed. Dr Paul Darragh, chair of the BMA’s Council in NI, said he welcomed any moves to improve patient safety. But he said it is important changes to service delivery following careful planning and consultation with staff and the public. Dr Darragh also said he is certain the casualty unit will never reopen.’
The Belfast Telegraph reported on Friday that, ‘strike action which could cripple Northern Ireland is one step closer after public service union Unison voted in favour of the mass walkout at the end of the month. If the planned action on 30 November goes ahead it could result in school closures, public transport shutting down and cancelled operations in hospitals across Northern Ireland. Unison said its members, ranging from school dinner ladies and refuse collectors to social workers and NHS staff, backed a campaign of industrial action’.
Dates for your diary in November
8th November – Health Minister answers Oral Question in the Assembly

23rd November – Health Review Team to brief Assembly Health Committee

26th November – DUP Conference, La Mon Hotel Belfast

30th November – Assembly Health Committee to be briefed on Primary Care Partnerships

For further information on any of the above please contact David Fry on david.fry@rcgp.org.uk or 028 9023 0055.
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