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Assembly News
Professor Scott Brown and Dr David Johnston of RCGP NI appeared before the Assembly Health Committee on Wednesday 1st to discuss the Review of Health and Social Care in Northern Ireland that was published before Christmas. They were joined by representatives of the BMA (NI) in a joint evidence session before Committee members. To watch the session again you can click this link, from 18 minutes 30 seconds in:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/democracylive/hi/northern_ireland/newsid_9691000/9691009.stm
In a subsequent evidence session, and in respect of the Health Review, Minister Edwin Poots said that ‘a Strategic Programme Board would be set up as soon as possible to oversee progress of work and ensure engagement across the health sector and with the public. The Board will be chaired by Dr Andrew McCormick, as Permanent Secretary of the DHSSPS.’
In reply to an Assembly question from DUP MLA Michelle McIlveen, Health Minister Edwin Poots indicated that a ban on tobacco advertising in large shops will be in place from this October. The ban would be extended to small shops in April 2015. 
Although the High Court has yet to rule on how much the Department of Health should reimburse Community Pharmacy NI after they successfully won a legal challenge on pharmacists’ remuneration schemes for 2011/12, the Health Minister has revealed that the Department has so far spent £150,000 on the legal costs associated with the case. 

Replying to a question from Sinn Fein MLA Phil Flanagan the Health Minister detailed that the number of missed hospital outpatient appointments in Northern Ireland has fallen over the last three years – from 184,792 in 2008/09 to 171,740 in 2010/11. 
Media News
UTV reported on Tuesday that, ‘a major independent investigation into the causes of the pseudomonas infection outbreak was launched at Stormont by Health Minister Edwin Poots. The infection claimed the lives of three babies at the neo-natal unit of the Royal Jubilee Maternity Hospital in Belfast and one baby at the Altnagelvin Hospital in Londonderry. The independent inquiry is to be made up of four experts with a highly regarded microbiologist from England to heading up the team.’ 
For further information on any of the above please contact David Fry on david.fry@rcgp.org.uk or 028 9023 0055.
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