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Assembly News
Much of the health focus in the Assembly this week has been on the ongoing handling of the pseudomonas outbreak, which led to the deaths of three babies at the Royal Victoria Hospital in Belfast. The Chair of the Assembly’s Health Committee, Michelle Gildernew MLA, has called on the Health Minister, Edwin Poots MLA, to give clarity as to what actions he and the HSC Board took to alert staff at maternity units across Northern Ireland of the threat in the context of other cases being reported before Christmas at Altnagelvin Hospital. 
Professor Scott Brown and Dr David Johnston of RCGP NI will be appearing before the Assembly’s Health Committee next Wednesday (1 February) at 2pm to detail the College’s response to the Health and Social Care Review in Northern Ireland. The College will be joined by representatives from the BMA Northern Ireland in the evidence session. 
Media News

UTV reported on Thursday that the South Eastern Health and Social Care Trust had issued a consultation on the future of Accident and Emergency Services at the Lagan Valley Hospital in Lisburn. A&E opening hours has been temporary curtailed at the site since August 2011 however the consultation places an emphasis on the preferred option of this being a permanent change with further enhancement of GP Out of Hours services in the area. A separate consultation will be issued by the Belfast HSC Trust in relation to the temporary A&E changes brought in at Belfast City Hospital in November 2011. 
The BBC reported on Friday that, ‘Health authorities have decided upon a cross-border strategy on a minimum price for alcohol. The proposals were outlined at the first formal North/South conference on alcohol misuse, held in Armagh on Friday. Health Minister Edwin Poots was joined by the Irish Republic's Health Minister Dr James Reilly and Minister of State for Health Roisin Shortall. They said they hoped to agree a minimum drink price before December 2012. Mr Poots said alcohol misuse was one of the main threats to public health in the province. "Research has shown that it costs Northern Ireland up to £900m every year, and almost £250m of these costs are borne by the health and social care sector," he said.’
For further information on any of the above please contact David Fry on david.fry@rcgp.org.uk or 028 9023 0055.
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