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Assembly News
Thursday saw a delegation from RCGP NI meet with members of the Northern Ireland Assembly Health Committee. In a joint meeting with representatives of the British Medical Association, Professor Scott Brown (Chair, RCGP NI Council), Dr David Johnston (RCGP NI Executive Member and Past Chair of NI Council) and Jill Wilton (RCGP NI Manager) raised matters of interest and concern to College members including commissioning, resources in primary care, the prescribing budget and out of hours services. 
Answering an Assembly Health Oral Question on Tuesday in relation to the building of new primary care centres, the Health Minister Edwin Poots said, “I am committed to investing in primary care to make the health service more effective and to allow me to move patient care from the acute to the primary care sector. In the current economic climate, my capital budget is not sufficient to allow me to progress all the capital projects that I would like to. Therefore, I have tasked my officials with examining alternative sources of funding to supplement the projects that I can progress through the capital budget to enable me to progress a range of primary care centres across Northern Ireland.”
Media News
The News Letter reported on Thursday that, ‘A review on the future of the NHS in Northern Ireland – which had been scheduled to report to the Health Minister yesterday (30 November) – has been postponed until next week. It is unclear if the delay will also lead to a delay in the speech the Health Minister was due to give to the Assembly on the Review on 12 December.’
According to the BBC on Thursday, ‘The number of new cases of HIV in Northern Ireland rose by 20% last year, according to a report by the Public Health Agency (PHA). The figures show 79 new cases were diagnosed in 2010. It brings the number of people living with HIV in Northern Ireland to 470. The majority of the new cases are among men who have sex with men. There has also been an overall increase in cases of sexually transmitted diseases of 6%.’ 
The Department of Health has launched a new ‘Follow the Advice, Use it Right’ campaign focused on ensuring people are taking prescribed medicines at the right time and the right dosage. The campaign is also set to encourage people to only order medicines that are needed and used. The Department also reveals that, ‘In Northern Ireland over 36 million prescriptions were dispensed last year in primary care at a cost of over £400million. Recent research indicates that the cost of medicines wastage in NI may approximate up to £18million each year.’
Dates for your diary in December
12th December – Health Minister to make statement to Assembly on outcome of Health Review
For further information on any of the above please contact David Fry on david.fry@rcgp.org.uk or 028 9023 0055.
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