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Assembly News

Replying to an Assembly Oral Question on what additional savings could be made in the annual drugs budget if the target for generic prescribing was increased from 62% to 70%, Health Minister Edwin Poots said: “I have been advised by the Health and Social Care Board that estimated savings on the annual drugs budget of approximately £3million could be made if the generic dispensing rate in Northern Ireland was raised to the maximum level possible by dispensing generic versions of those medicines that are currently prescribed by a brand name.”
The Department of Health has published the first results from its new yearly ‘Health Survey Northern Ireland’. Some key statistics include:
· The majority, (85%) of respondents in Northern Ireland, indicated that their health has been good or fairly good in the previous 12 months.

· Thirty-seven percent of respondents reported that they have a long-standing illness, that is, something that has troubled them over a period of time or is likely to affect them over a period of time. 
· Fifty-nine percent of adults measured were either overweight (36%) or obese (23%).
· Twenty-four percent of respondents indicated that they currently smoke
On Thursday the Northern Ireland Executive delivered its draft Programme for Government 2011-15. With regard to health, there are a number of key commitments: improve the provision and quality of services; allocate an increasing percentage of the overall health budget to public health; reconfigure our network of health and social care services to improve patient outcomes and access to new treatments; further reduce the levels of sick absence across the Northern Ireland Civil Service; enrol people who have a long-term (chronic) condition, and who want to be enrolled, in a specialist chronic condition management programme; invest £7.8 million in programmes to tackle obesity.
Media

The BBC reported on Tuesday that ‘Health Minister Edwin Poots has said he will consider banning smoking in all cars and not just those with children as passengers. Mr Poots was speaking on an assembly motion on Monday proposing a ban on smoking in cars carrying those under 16. He said children are particularly vulnerable to the effects of smoking. Mr Poots said his department will launch a public consultation and he urged everyone with an interest on the issue to respond to the consultation. He said he was prepared to ban smoking in all private cars although he was aware some people would see this as a "step too far". The minister said he had asked officials in early September to work on an action plan for implementing legislation.’
Dates for your diary in November

23rd November – Health Review Team to brief Assembly Health Committee

26th November – DUP Conference, La Mon Hotel Belfast

30th November – Assembly Health Committee to be briefed on Primary Care Partnerships. Health Review Team 

to deliver its report to Health Minister
For further information on any of the above please contact David Fry on david.fry@rcgp.org.uk or 028 9023 0055.
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