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During Health Oral Questions in the Assembly on Tuesday, Minister Edwin Poots updated members on the legal challenge brought by Community Pharmacy Northern Ireland to new remuneration and reimbursement arrangements enacted on April 1st. The Minister advised that, whilst the challenge was heard on 21st September, the outcome of the hearing is still unknown. Mr Poots did however reiterate that he ‘did not accept the assertions that are being made by CPNI’ but was committed to providing ‘a fair and reasonable system of remuneration to community pharmacists in Northern Ireland.’
In a follow up to a supplementary from Sinn Fein MLA Michelle Gildernew on the same issue, the Minister said, “In the English model, the prescribing cost is £169·13 per head of population. In Northern Ireland, it is £244·67. Wales and Scotland, which are not dissimilar to Northern Ireland in that they have some large urban areas as well as being strongly rural, have costs of £192 and £195 respectively. Therefore, as far as pharmacy is concerned, one can see that we are not getting good value for money in Northern Ireland as things stand. We need to do better.”

In response to written questions in the Assembly, the Health Minister detailed the number of GP training places available in Northern Ireland in the last three years and how many applications had been received. Minister Edwin Poots confirmed that, in 2011, there were 187 applicants for 65 places; in 2010 there were 190 applicants for 65 places and; in 2009 there were 189 applicants for 65 places. Responding to a further question from Ulster Unionist MLA Robin Swann on whether GPs in training could fulfil additional medical roles at hospitals, Mr Poots noted that, ‘the roles and responsibilities of GP’s whilst they are in training in hospital settings are strictly regulated by both the General Medical Council (GMC) and the Royal College of General Practitioners, accordingly there is no scope for them to perform additional medical roles outside the GP training curriculum.’
According to Monday’s Belfast Telegraph the Health Minister has said he will raise the possibility of introducing presumed consent regarding organ donation in Northern Ireland with the Attorney General. Edwin Poots said he remains committed to driving up the number of organs donated and that an opt-out system from donation would save lives. This means everyone would be regarded as a potential organ donor when they die unless they expressly request not to be.

It was reported in Tuesday’s Belfast Telegraph that Northern Ireland’s biggest public sector union, NIPSA, has begun balloting almost 45,000 members for strike action. The result will be known on 7th November with any action planned for 30th November. The ballot includes some 9,000 health service workers including clerical and administrative staff in hospitals and health centres, plus cleaners and porters.
Dates for your diary in October/November
22nd October – Ulster Unionist Party Conference, Armagh City Hotel
5th November – SDLP Conference (including Leadership election), Ramada Hotel Belfast

8th November – Health Minister answers Oral Question in the Assembly

9th November – Health Committee to be briefed on Primary Care Partnerships
For further information on any of the above please contact David Fry on david.fry@rcgp.org.uk or 028 9023 0055.
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