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Assembly News
During Assembly Health Oral Questions on Tuesday, Health Minister Edwin Poots gave his backing to ‘more powerful local commissioning of services that can drive change, innovation and service improvement’. In further remarks the Minister said ‘they (the commissioning groups) need to take ownership of what they have responsibility for, and they need to give the lead in identifying what funding goes to trusts and where that funding should be spent. I am keen that the HSC Board, in conjunction with the local commissioning groups, ensure that the money that they identify is appropriate and that the areas of spend will achieve the best outcomes’.
On Tuesday Health Minister Edwin Poots unveiled a new Departmental strategy entitled: Improving Dementia Services in Northern Ireland – A Regional Strategy. Commenting, the Minister said: “I want to ensure that people with dementia are treated with awareness and respect, especially by those providing services, and that they are supported to maintain their independence for as long as possible. Importantly, more needs to be done to promote the key message that a healthy lifestyle can delay or prevent the onset of dementia and indeed many other long-term conditions. And of course an unhealthy lifestyle will increase people’s risk of such conditions developing…The Strategy sets the direction of travel for improving dementia services. I expect the HSC Board, Public Health Agency and Trusts to reflect this in their commissioning decisions so that services can be refocused to address the improvements required.”
The BBC did however note: ‘the Health Minister has published a new strategy for improving dementia services in Northern Ireland - but there is no new money to pay for it. Edwin Poots said he would ideally allocate between £6m and £8m additional funding over the next three years. However, he told the assembly he was urging everyone to make better use of existing resources.’
Media News
The News Letter reported on Monday that ‘Doctors and nurses last night urged politicians to take long-deferred decisions on downgrading Ulster’s hospitals. The call comes as a major health review enters its final phase. Dr Paul Darragh of the BMA described the hospital debate as a ‘massive elephant in the room our politicians do not seem to be willing or able to tackle’. Janice Smyth of the Royal College of Nursing said, ‘immediate decisions must be taken about the reconfiguration of services and the closure of some institutions, particularly acute hospitals, and on a significant scale’. And in a News Letter interview today, the head of the review, John Compton, calls for a mature debate that does not ‘automatically’ demand more money.’ The story goes on to speculate that the outcome of the review will be a reduction to six acute hospitals with A&E facilities in Northern Ireland – Altnagelvin, Antrim, Craigavon, Erne, Royal Victoria Belfast and the Ulster Hospital.
Dates for your diary in November

14th November – RCGP NI to meet with Health Review Team
23rd November – Health Review Team to brief Assembly Health Committee

26th November – DUP Conference, La Mon Hotel Belfast

30th November – Assembly Health Committee to be briefed on Primary Care Partnerships. Health Review Team 
to deliver its report to Health Minister
For further information on any of the above please contact David Fry on david.fry@rcgp.org.uk or 028 9023 0055.
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