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Patients in Practice Group

Launched in January 2008, the Patients in Practice (PiP) Group is an active and important part of the College’s work in Northern Ireland.  Membership is made up of both lay and GP members, working together to promote patient involvement within primary health care. 

The group works closely with members and staff of RCGP Northern Ireland and the other Devolved Councils to deliver its patient involvement objectives, provide lay representation on RCGP Northern Ireland Council and other bodies/committees as requested, produce activity reports to key stakeholders, assist in consultation responses and play an active role in the adjudication process for RCGP Northern Ireland Annual Awards.

The group has also been engaging effectively and directly with key stakeholders in Northern Ireland including the Northern Ireland Health Committee and the Patient and Client Council and has encouraged patient involvement by facilitating the formation of new patient participation groups within general practice in Northern Ireland.  Following a series of workshops for Practice Managers and GPs it created a set of guidelines ‘Patient Participation Groups – Getting Started’ which have been distributed to all GP practices and libraries in Northern Ireland.  

Following an upsurge in the numbers of patient participation groups in Northern Ireland the group is now investigating ways of gauging their effectiveness. 
Membership of PiP Group

Over the last few years the group has strengthened its membership and profile and recently increased its numbers to include 8 lay representatives and 2 GP representatives:
Chairman 
Mr Alan Braiden

Vice Chair
Mr Drew Boyd

GP Member 
Dr Shauna Fannin

GP Member 
Dr Rose McCullagh

Lay Member 
Ms Jillian Beggs

Lay Member 
Mr Brian O’Hagan

Lay Member 
Ms Nicola O’Neill

Lay Member 
Dr David Keenan

Lay Member 
Ms Loretta Jones

Lay Member 
Ms Julia Kirk

GP Advisor
Professor Uel Gillan

Further information

Please contact David Fry, RCGP NI Projects and Initiatives Coordinator, on 028 9023 0055 or david.fry@rcgp.org.uk 

