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Information for Applicants 
Lay Vacancies on the RCGP Patient Partnership Group

About the Royal College of General Practitioners (RCGP)

 
The Royal College of General Practitioners (RCGP) is the academic organisation in the UK for general practitioners and was founded in 1952, with the aim of encouraging and maintaining the highest standards of general medical practice. The RCGP is a relatively young organisation with an outstanding record of achievement. Milestones in its history include the establishment of vocational training in general practice, the setting up of clinical guidelines for doctors, the expansion of research into general medical practice, the promotion of care in the community and setting up a committee to liaise with patients, the Patient Partnership Group. 

 

In practice, the Royal College of General Practitioners is a network of doctors who are committed to improving patient care, developing their own skills and developing general practice. RCGP Membership is currently just over 39,000.

 

About the Patient Partnership Group (PPG)
The Patient Partnership Group (PPG) was established by the College in 2002 as the successor to the College’s Patients’ Liaison Group,  which was formed in 1983. The aim of the PPG is to be an active College group promoting partnership between patients and general practitioners in primary health care and highlighting patient concerns and needs.  

The terms of reference of the PPG are as follows – 

PPG as a body in the context of the College:

· To communicate to the College and its Council and dependent committees areas of patient perspective with a view to influencing College policy at all levels

· To encourage and support the role of the College in involving patients in their own care

· To consider how best a consistent, equitable and patient-centred quality of care for all can be achieved

· To provide input to College consultations and ensure they reflect the patient perspective

· To encourage College Faculties to involve patients in all aspects of their activities

· To represent the views of patients in Primary Care in meetings and conferences  with Royal College Patient Groups and with outside organisations

· To foster good working relationships with RCGP Patient Groups in the UK

· To encourage and support the development of patient participation groups.  

PPG members as individuals:

· To respond to College requests for their individual viewpoint on internal or external consultations or other initiatives

· To serve on College committees, boards etc to ensure that a patient voice is present in discussions

· To take part in College activities such as conferences and public awareness events  

· To become familiar with the work of their local College Faculty

· To represent PPG on outside bodies

PPG members as patient advocates in the wider healthcare community, with particular reference to Primary Care when appropriate:

· To take a particular interest in General Practices in their own area and encourage active patient participation

· To encourage the involvement of patients in their own care

· To encourage the inclusion of patients in the development of healthcare services at all levels

The members of the Patient Partnership Group are:

a) Up to three Council members elected by the Council, one of whom shall be elected by the Council as the Medical Vice-Chair;

b) One elected Member of the College;
c) Up to eleven other co-opted lay members;

d) One representative from the Associates in Training Committee.
The quorum for meetings of the Patient Partnership Group shall be six, of whom two must be College members, whether or not Council members. The Patient Partnership Group shall meet not more than four times in each Council year.  These terms of reference shall be subject to regular review every three years. 
Recent Activities of the Patient Partnership Group include:
· Strong involvement at the RCGP Annual National Primary Care Conference including a stand and development of workshops
· The Group is leading on the development of a booklet entitled “What Sort of Practice?” which aims to set out standards that patients should expect from their local GP practice. 

· Input to e learning modules and other guidance for GPs 
· Involvements at RCGP public meetings to seek public feedback on healthcare issues. Recent topics have included: the Darzi Review, pandemic flu  & the recent Government White Papers on NHS reorganization.
· Members are part of a large number of College groups including looking at issues as varied as medical ethics, awards, medical education and research
· Work with other Medical Royal Colleges, Patient Groups and healthcare organisations. 
For more information please visit the RCGP Patient Partnership Group web-pages:    http://www.rcgp.org.uk/patient_information/patient_partnership_group.aspx
ANNEX
RCGP Patient Partnership Group

Activity Report 
Current regular activities: Participation in / representation on College groups:

RCGP Council

Council Executive Committee

Ethics committee

Professional development board

Postgraduate training board

Clinical innovation and research centre

Assessment committee

Curriculum development

Nominations committee

Quality management training standards committee

Fellowship committee

Awards committee

Scientific Foundation Board

Conference committee

Clinical excellence awards

Research Paper of the Year award

Participation in / representation on short life and external groups

Primary medical care practice accreditation group

Revalidation stakeholders group

Practitioners with special interests frameworks (7 to date)

Quality Outcomes Framework indicators group

Connecting for Health shared record development group

Tooke enquiry proposal to extend GP Training 

National Health and Work Steering Group

National Recruitment Steering Group

GP Enterprise Awards

Faculty review programme

Discovery Prize

Cancer and Primary Care Workshop

RCGP Annual Conference + other public events 

UK lay groups stand

Organising sessions on:  
Bringing access into the 21st Century: novel uses of modern technology

            Problems in transition: as seen by adolescents and GPs

            Whose records?  Accuracy, access and ownership in a digital age 
Participating in session on:  
Getting the balance right – protecting patients, supporting practitioners  

Speaker at Health Inequalities Conference  

Participation in Patient safety event in Sheffield  

Ongoing work

2 x e-learning modules for GP curriculum:  Patient partnership

                                                                     Shared decision making

Production of patient booklet on What sort of practice?

Production of guidelines for GPs on registering patients

Production of induction pack for lay members

Working with Faculties to encourage recruitment of lay members

Production of leaflet outlining benefits of lay members

Writing a ‘volunteer framework’

Policy on lay input into college publications

Updating patient section on College website

Joint work with Ethics Committee on surgery leaflets

Collaboration with NAPP on developing patient participation groups and research on effectiveness

Copying letters to patients

Commenting on research projects sent to us by CIRC

Recent /new requests/ projects

Representative(s) for:  Health Inequalities Standing Group   

                                     Secure Environments Group   

                                     Mental Health Forum         

                                     Clinical Champion networking meetings

                                     Revalidation Pilot steering group
                                     NHS General Practice Extraction Service patient consultation group

                                     National Education for Health and Work Steering Group

                                     Work and Health Matrix Steering Group
Contribution to:            PPI day for Biomedical Research Centres

                                    AiT day workshop 
Working with Clinical Champions on:  Child health

                                                             Osteoarthritis

                                                             Ageing and Wellbeing of older people

Joint project with lay groups of Royal College of Anaesthetists and Royal College of Surgeons preparing an update for EMIS to prompt GPs when hospital admission is planned

Request to author 2 more e-learning modules

Request to write foreword for Clinical Guide to Health Inequalities

Work with DH on developing guidance on new ‘fitness for work’ certificate

Work with DH on health and work messages

Advising NICE on developing PPI in QOF

