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Below the Radar TV production company in Belfast recently launched 
a new online current affairs and news investigation website known as
 “thedetail.”

A recent story covered was on the provision of care for Alzheimer’s /
Dementia patients in Northern Ireland.  Recognising that providing 
care for vulnerable people and the elderly will be the greatest logistical and
and financial challenges for the next Assembly, thedetail focused on 

Dementia and the particular issues surrounding this subject. 

Representatives from the Alzheimer’s Society, a carer and the Chair of 
RCGP Northern Ireland Professor Scott Brown were all interviewed.
Professor Scott Brown told thedetail that while the figures were revealing they don’t tell the whole story. He said: “statistics clearly show that we are detecting more of the disease than anywhere else in the UK, but that doesn’t mean we can begin patting ourselves on the back. If you look at the prevalence rates, the number of patients that we should be diagnosing should be far higher. A good practice in Northern Ireland is possibly only picking up somewhere between 30%-60% of all patients, that’s 40% or more going undetected.”
“I recently looked at the figures of my own practice where we have particular interest in this area and we’re well below what we should be diagnosing. I suppose it’s looking at why we do pick up more in Northern Ireland, if there are lessons to be learnt and if there are protocols and detection schemes that could be put in place, let’s look at how we can improve on them.”

For details of the full interview, please click on the links below:

http://www.thedetail.tv/issues/6/alzheimers-story/executive-accused-of-failing-dementia-sufferers
http://www.thedetail.tv/issues/6/alzheimers-story/cracking-the-care-conundrum 
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