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RCGP NI response to DHSSPS consultation “A District Nursing for Today and Tomorrow” A Review of District Nursing in Northern Ireland
Response by Dr Lewis Miller MRCGP: 
“District Nursing emphasises the geographical nature of nursing in the community. This dislocates nurses from the Practice Team. My experience insists that patient care is maximised by having nurses in the community embedded in the practice team. This may not happen until practices directly commission nursing services in the community.

“There is a place for specialist nurses in the community in the shape of Health Visiting and Community Psychiatric Nursing. However the most nursing care in the community should be given by generalist nurses just as most medical care should be given by generalist GPs. I feel that specialist diabetic, cardiac, renal, respiratory etc. nurses should remain in hospital. I welcome the expertise that such nurses can give to our generalist nursing colleagues but feel this should be in the form of using them as a consultant and by co developing protocols for management of specialist conditions rather than the specialist nurses treating specialist conditions in the community. Patients often have multiple problems which extend well beyond the confines of any single medical discipline and cherry picking is inappropriate in general practice.

“There are formidable political obstacles to the development of the kind of practice team, perhaps the son of the Primary Care Health Team of yesteryear. Nurses (and pharmacists) sometimes seem to envy the professional autonomy demonstrated by doctors. Life isn’t equal or always fair and my belief is that if such individuals wish to exercise the same degree of professional autonomy as doctors then they should have studied medicine.”
