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The Royal College of General Practitioners in Northern Ireland (RCGP) is grateful for the opportunity to comment on the Sunbeds Bill 2010.

The Royal College of General Practitioners in Northern Ireland has over 1,200 local GPs as members, which accounts for over 80% of all GPs in Northern Ireland. Our membership includes GPs from a range of work areas including registrars, locum GPs, trainers, tutors and academic GPs. The Royal College of General Practitioners is an international organisation with over 36,000 members worldwide, making us the largest Royal College within the United Kingdom.
As a registered charity we place the needs and care of patients at the centre of our work. Our aim is to encourage and maintain the highest standards of general medical practice and act as the ‘voice’ of General Practitioners on education, training and issues about standards of care for patients.

The Royal College of General Practitioners Northern Ireland welcomes the opportunity to comment on the options for improving information on the labels of alcoholic drinks to support consumers to make healthier choices in the UK.
‘RCGP (NI) are aware of the ‘shocking harm’ caused by alcohol within our society. We strongly support initiatives to educate the public about the potential risks of alcohol consumption and to improve labelling, thereby facilitating more appropriate choices.
In our view the scale of the problems associated with excessive alcohol use is so great that there is a compelling case for mandatory labelling of alcohol products with clearly, understandable unit measurements and additional health information.

Given that our estimate shows the UK annual cost of alcohol related illness at £2.7 Billion there is also a compelling economic argument for urgent and decisive action’

The response to this consultation has been prepared by Dr David Johnston MB, MSc, FRCGP, Chairman of RCGP Northern Ireland.

