EXAMPLE OF EARLY DIAGNOSIS
Case Number/patient ID
11/123 (Age 66)

	Diagnosis
	Rectal Carcinoma Dukes Stage A

	Date/place of diagnosis
	06.03.06 at local hospital

	When were symptoms first noted?
	? 10.05

	When were symptoms first presented to primary care
	05.02.06

	History prior to diagnosis? 
	05.02.06 - Treated as haemorrhoids by a junior doctor on the basis of short history of bleeding when straining.  Abdominal examination normal, external haemorrhoids seen but no rectal done. Safety netted by advising that early referral would be appropriate if not settling.

25.02.06 - Symptoms no better.  Rectal performed, no mass felt but blood on examining fingertip. Referred urgently to surgeon using electronic cancer referral pathway.

06.03.06 - Had colonoscopy. High rectal tumour seen.

15.04.06 - AP resection.

29.04.06  -Seen at home by GP following discharge

	Who else was involved prior to diagnosis?
	Urgent referral pathway co-ordinator
Colonoscopist

Surgeon

	After discussion, what lessons have you learnt from this case?
	High rectal tumours cannot be felt and even lower ones if the examining finger is short
It is all too easy to ascribe rectal bleeding to external haemorrhoids

Should we encourage all doctors in training to discuss such cases with an experienced colleague?

We have failed to find out why the patient delayed in telling us of his symptoms for 4 months.  It would be useful to understand the reasoning for that delay.
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